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GAZA, Feb. 18 — An Israeli military
prosecutor said today that a Gaza jour-
nalist who has been held in jail for

three weeks without formal charge had.

violated the law by reporting on the ac-
tivities of an Islamic fundamentalist
group operadng in the. oocupled Gaza
Strip. .

The pmsecutnr. Ueux. Oded  Savorey,
said that Taher Shriteh, a journalist ac-
credited by .the Israeli Government,
had “‘given ald to an enemy organiza-
tlon’ by réporting details of leaflets|-
{rom the Islamlc group, Hamas, to ope
of his employers, Reuters,

Mr. -Shriteh aisa works for several
other foreign news organfzations; in-
cluding The New Yock Times. Not untii
his bail hearing today had legal system
afficials offered any public statement

izon !’szﬁout ”Charfes]
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1 abuut the allegatlpns agalnsr. hlnjL

In court, Mr. Shciteh and his lawyer
sald he had been the victim of physical
abuse in priscn. Mr, Shriteh broke into
tears as he dascribed his treatment. -

“l am a vicim, reaily, of being a
journalist,”” he said. ““I did nothing
wrong. I was reporting on the leaflets
fromall the movements. They toctured
me. They held me In solitary confine-
ment for 11 days in a cell” that was 60
inches long and 30 Inches wide. “They
gave me-na food for four days amd
wouldn't fet me go to the bathroom.”

-~ Mr, Shriteh Is one among dozens of
Palestinian reporters who have been
arrested without formal charge by the
Israells gver the last thres years for
carrying out work they call journalism
and the [sraelis call incitement.

Mr, Shriteh reports on Gaza a8 8 COI [

tract empioyee for news orgaglzations,

imzludmg T‘1e Times,.Reuhers [be
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BBC, CBS News and the Volce of Amer-
tca. Ali'his employers have raised
questtons-about his case since his ar-
rest on Jaw. 28, prompting the authorl~
ties tohold & bail hearing today —
unusual event in Israeli military couct.
The request for bail was refused; it
is granted in only 1 percent.of cases,
Palestinian lawyers say. But the hear-
Ing offered a rare glimpse Into Israel's

normally closed and : secredve mmtarj :

Justice system.. 3
The _three-hour hea:ing was can-

ducted"in, Hebrew, which Mr. Shriteh, |

like many other "palestinian defend-
ants, does not understand. The defense

lawyer, an Israelt named Dan Ass
had to.urge the COult stenograpber 10 "

continve taking naotes fer the record
.wbuehewasprwenunghiscase_ :
Held‘l’woMore Weeks - i
At the hearing’s, ocma!uslon. the'
prosecutor: explamed that he wanted
Mr. Shriteh held in_prison, without{:
charge “because the maln Interest Is|

continuing the investigatiomn, rather.

than the freedom of the individual.

*. “Iknow he faces very difficult condi-
‘tions in prisce,” the lieutenant added.
But if he i3 held langer, perhaps “he
will tell us inore things."

Mr. Shriteh was-prdered heid an-
other two weeks. ‘ie can be held and,
questioned for up to 60 days before for-
malcharges are filed.

Mr. Shriteh found himseif {n trouble
with the autfioritles once pefore, 3 year
ago, when security officials confiscated
his address beok and began calling his
confidential news sources to ask them
what. infurma.tion they had given him.

The pmsecutor e.rgued that ball
should be den}ed s0 questioning could
continue to {lnd ‘out wto Mr. Shriten’s

“sources and ontacts are.” s

Passing lea ets aboul the Palestin-

lan uprising to Reuters, The Times and

lng am to"an enemy organlzation,”
Lieutenant Savorey said.

Israeli newspapers aiso routinely res
port the contents of the leaflets, which
instruct the population on how to'con?
an | tinue the uprising in the occupied terri
tories. Someumes the documems urgel
violence, .- " . ek 8%

-"'Is he a* member ot Hamas?" thds
judge  asked...!No; 2 :answered: thés
prosecutor, 'but h;s acdvmw amasg
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" Lietrienant Sasforey alsa cha.rged
Shritelr with keeplng an. unregistel
Iax macmne inlﬂs honte. It behung

a. chxhﬂwod viend whom  the suthork;
ties-say is-a Hamas® organlzer Mh
Shriteh said the man !eare-d zha: thgflm
-might be confiscated,  :

The prosecatar said it was megal mo
possess a fax, under “Egyptan Jaw
No. 32,” which gives the authorities the
right ta regulate “telephone and tele-
graphic equipment.”*’Gaza was undef
Egyptian control before the 1967 Mid”
dle East war, and Israel still applies se»
lected Egy'plian laws,

After hours of argument, the ]ud!'e
ruled that bail couid not be granted be-
cause “the suspect crossed the line T
his work as a journallst. When he sup:
plied information. for readers, he be”
came an activist for a terror organiza-
tion'' And the fact that he kept his
friend's fax machine for him, the-judge
added, indicates that''he can’t say hé

others for use injnews articles “Is vz«

dld thjswith an innocent heart.” i *
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